
Sources of Financial 

Aid 

Federal Aid 
 

Where: http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 
When: You may apply as ear ly as October  1st 
although school deadlines are usually in February—
March. 

How:  

• Create a FSA ID at StudentAid.gov/fsaid 

• Log on to www.fafsa.ed.gov using your FSA ID 
and complete your Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) 

• Within several days, you will receive a Student Aid 
Report (SAR). Review  it carefully. Your SAR will 
summarize the data you report on your FAFSA. 

• Review your Expected Family Contribution (EFC). 
If your information is complete, an EFC will appear 
in the upper right corner of your SAR.  

• The schools you indicated will receive a copy of 
your FAFSA.  They will use your EFC to determine 
your financial aid award and notify you of their 
decision online or by mail.  

What: Aid you receive may include the following: 

• Grants 

• Work Study 

• Direct Loans (Subsidized and/or Unsubsidized) 

Local Scholarships 
 
Where: On the OHHS website 
When: Most become available  
after December with deadlines in 
February or March. 

How: 

• Log on to the OHHS website at 

       www.ohsd.net/ohhs  
• Click on Scholarships in the Quick Links box in the 

lower right hand corner of the home page. 

• Click on the Local Scholarship link at bottom of 
scholarship page. 

• Check the scholarship listing for scholarships for 
which you are eligible. 

• Print the application from the provided link. 

• Complete the application and submit it either to the 
organization or OHHS Career Center as directed. 

What: Local scholarships tend to range from $500 to 
$3,000. Check whether the scholarship is renewable for 
more than one year. 
Why: Your  chances of receiving a local award are 
greater than the national ones because the applicant pool 
is smaller, and the local businesses try to evenly 
distribute awards as much as possible. 

State & National Scholarships  
 
Where:  Available online using free scholarship 
database search engines (see sample sites listed below).   
 

• www.washboard.org (WA State) 

• www.cappex.com 

• www.scholarships.com 

• www.niche.com 

 
When: Deadlines extend from September  into the 
summer. 
How: Select one of the free national scholarship 
search programs (also strongly recommend using the 
state search program).  Follow directions to access 
scholarships that best suit your profile.  
What: Awards vary greatly. 
Why:  Although state and national scholarships can 
be much more competitive than local scholarships, they 
often have much larger awards.  Thousands available 
with varying criteria including lots of opportunities for 
all grade levels. 

Institutional Scholarships  
 
Where: Check the website of the schools you are 
interested in attending for scholarship opportunities or 
speak directly to their Financial Aid Advisor. 
When: Many schools have a pr ior ity date for  
scholarships that is earlier than their regular admission 
application date. Check school website for specifics.    
How: Google the name of the school if you do not 
already have the web address and look under the 

financial aid section of the 
site. Some schools award 
scholarship monies using your 
admissions application,  but 
others require a separate 
scholarship application.  
Follow their instructions 
carefully and check for 
deadlines.  
What: Awards vary in 
amount and type.  


